KNOW YOUR IX

Empowering students to stop sexual violence

Senator Miguel Diaz de la Portilla

406 Senate Office Building

404 South Monroe Street

Tallahassee, FL 32399

February 10, 2016

RE: Thank You for Supporting Student Survivors and Opposing H.B. 4001 and S.B. 68

Dear Senator Diaz de la Portilla:

On behalf of Know Your IX, which works directly with students who have experienced sexual
violence on campus, | write to commend you for your courage and steadfast commitment to student
safety in opposing Florida H.B. 4001 and S.B. 68. As the head of the largest national network of
student activists working on the issue of campus sexual assault, I can say with confidence that
allowing students to carry concealed weapons on campuses would have dangerous and potentially
fatal consequences for Florida students, particularly for women and other marginalized students.

Sexual and dating violence is pervasive on college campuses: One in five women will be sexually
assaulted while in college' and 32 percent of female students report having been abused by a dating
partner.” Guns are the most common weapons used in the murders of intimate partners,’and
students who carry weapons on campus are more likely to be perpetrators of physical and sexual
violence at college than those who do not.* The Florida Domestic Violence Fatality Review Board
found that the majority of domestic violence homicides from 2006 to 2012 were committed with a
gun.” The widespread use of alcohol and other drugs on college campuses would only compound
the danger of gun carriers to potential victims and unwitting bystanders. In sum, lifting campus gun
bans will endanger students—particularly those in abusive relationships—and could cost Florida
students their lives.
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Some proponents of H.B. 4001 and S.B. 68 have suggested that allowing students to carry guns will
protect them from becoming victims of sexual assault. This could not be further from the truth.
Women, as well as people of other genders, are most in danger of suffering sexual violence while in
the company of someone they know and trust: Countless studies affirm that the vast majority of
campus rapes are perpetrated by the victim’s partner, friend, or close acquaintance.® These are
precisely the people around whom victims would never think to carry a gun, let alone use one. And
the presence of a gun in a case of domestic violence makes it five times more likely that the victim
will be murdered, regardless of who owns the gun. Though some individual victims might believe
that they are safer while carrying a gun, the research is clear: Arming potential victims is not an
effective strategy for preventing sexual or dating violence, and will actually increase the likelihood
that victims or other bystanders will be wounded or killed.

Campus carry legislation i1s widely regarded as a dangerous approach by experts, and is
overwhelmingly opposed by students,” Florida voters,® university presidents and other higher
education officials,” campus safety advocates,'’ and survivors of sexual and dating violence.'" It is

crucial that legislators like you continue to serve as a voice for our communities by rejecting these
bills.

Your courage and resolve in opposing Florida H.B. 4001 and S.B. 68. serve as an example for
legislators everywhere of strong leadership on this issue. Your continued efforts to defeat these
bills, and others like them, will do a great deal to ensure that students in Florida are safe from gun
violence and gender violence in school.

With gratitude,

W

Dana Bolger
Executive Director
Know Your IX

cc. Senator Andy Gardiner
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