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February 10, 2016 
 
RE: Thank You for Supporting Student Survivors and Opposing H.B. 4001 and S.B. 68 
 
Dear Senator Diaz de la Portilla:  
 
On behalf of Know Your IX, which works directly with students who have experienced sexual 
violence on campus, I write to commend you for your courage and steadfast commitment to student 
safety in opposing Florida H.B. 4001 and S.B. 68. As the head of the largest national network of 
student activists working on the issue of campus sexual assault, I can say with confidence that 
allowing students to carry concealed weapons on campuses would have dangerous and potentially 
fatal consequences for Florida students, particularly for women and other marginalized students.  
 
Sexual and dating violence is pervasive on college campuses: One in five women will be sexually 
assaulted while in college1 and 32 percent of female students report having been abused by a dating 
partner.2 Guns are the most common weapons used in the murders of intimate partners,3 and 
students who carry weapons on campus are more likely to be perpetrators of physical and sexual 
violence at college than those who do not.4 The Florida Domestic Violence Fatality Review Board 
found that the majority of domestic violence homicides from 2006 to 2012 were committed with a 
gun.5 The widespread use of alcohol and other drugs on college campuses would only compound 
the danger of gun carriers to potential victims and unwitting bystanders. In sum, lifting campus gun 
bans will endanger students—particularly those in abusive relationships—and could cost Florida 
students their lives.  
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