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Memorandum 

  
To: The Georgia State Legislature          
From: Know Your IX 
Date: February 22, 2016 
Re: House Bill 859, which will endanger students, particularly students in abusive relationships 
 
Dear Georgia General Assembly members: 
  
As an organization that works directly with students who have suffered sexual and dating violence on 
campus, we write to oppose House Bill 859. The bill, which would allow students to carry loaded firearms on 
college campuses, would increase violence, particularly against women and other marginalized students. 
 
Sexual and dating violence is pervasive on college campuses: One in five women will be sexually assaulted 
while in college1 and 32 percent of female students report having been abused by a dating partner.2 Allowing 
campus carry would put guns in the hands of potential or repeat perpetrators. Guns are the most common 
weapons used in the murders of intimate partners,3  and students who carry weapons on campus are more 
likely to be perpetrators of physical and sexual violence at college than those who do not.4 The widespread 
use of alcohol and other drugs on college campuses would compound the danger of gun carriers to potential 
victims and unwitting bystanders.  
  
In Georgia, domestic violence homicide by firearm is particularly rampant: the state ranks ninth in the nation 
in its rate of men killing women in single-victim homicides,5 and guns are by far the leading cause of death 
in Georgia domestic violence fatalities.6 Further, Georgia ranks highest in the nation in teen dating violence,7 
and the majority of relationships ending in homicide begin when victims are in their high school or early 

                                                
1 See LYNN LANGTON & SOFI SINOZICH, U.S. DEP’T OF JUSTICE, RAPE AND SEXUAL ASSAULT VICTIMIZATION AMONG 
COLLEGE-AGED FEMALES, 1995-2013 (Dec. 2014), http://www.bjs.gov/content/pub/pdf/rsavcaf9513.pdf.  
2 See generally CHRISTINE SELLERS & MAX BROMLEY, VIOLENT BEHAVIOR IN COLLEGE STUDENT DATING 
RELATIONSHIPS: IMPLICATIONS FOR CAMPUS SERVICE PROVIDERS, JOURNAL OF CONTEMPORARY JUSTICE 17 (1996). 
3 ARKADI GERNEY & CHELSEA PARSONS, WOMEN UNDER THE GUN: HOW GUN VIOLENCE AFFECTS WOMEN AND 4 
POLICY SOLUTIONS TO BETTER PROTECT THEM, Center for American Progress (2014), http://ampr.gs/1MPkQrp. 
4 MATTHEW MILLER, DAVID HEMENWAY & HENRY WECHSLER, GUNS AND GUN THREATS AT COLLEGE, JOURNAL OF 
AMERICAN COLLEGE HEALTH 50.2 1 (2002), http://archive.sph.harvard.edu/cas/Documents/Gunthreats2/gunspdf.pdf.  
5 VIOLENCE POLICY CENTER, WHEN MEN MURDER WOMEN 9 (Sept. 2014), 
http://www.vpc.org/studies/wmmw2014.pdf.   
6 GEORGIA COALITION AGAINST DOMESTIC VIOLENCE & THE GEORGIA COMMISSION ON FAMILY VIOLENCE, GEORGIA 
DOMESTIC VIOLENCE FATALITY REVIEW PROJECT 46 (Mar. 17, 2014), http://gcadv.org/wp-
content/uploads/2014/03/2013-Fatality-Review-Report-Final.pdf [hereinafter DV Fatality Review]. 
7 See DV Fatality Review, supra note 4, at 20. 




